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Pokemania catches 
hold on campus 
CONNOR McMAHON 
Alestle Reporter 
If you have been on campus 
anytime in since July 6, then you 
have more than likely seen herds 
of students walking around, star-
ing at their phones. While this is 
not a new occurrence, what they 
are staring at on their phone is 
new. According to Apple, the 
worldwide mobile app sensation 
PokemonGO was downloaded 
more than any other app ever 
within the first week of its release. 
PokemonGO is an augment-
ed reality game that allows users 
to locate Pokemon on a real life 
map and then catch them on their 
phone. Users can also evolve and 
train their Pokemon, as well as 
battle in Pokemon gyms and col-
lect in-game items at Pokestops 
in real life. 
Assistant director of Res-
idence Life Sarah Kirkpatrick 
originally downloaded the game 
because she thought her daugh-
ter, Grace, might like it, but Sar-
ah Kirkpatrick said she has en-
joyed the game as well. 
"Prior to the app, we would 
visit local parks once or twice ev-
ery two weeks," Kirkpatrick said. 
"Since getting the app, we are 
outside almost daily. We'll come 
to campus after hours or go the 
park in the evening when nor-
mally we might not." 
Kirkpatrick said she has seen 
a lot of other players around the 
city and on campus, and has got-
ten to meet a few new people be-
cause of the app. 
"I play with my daugh-
ter, and we have a don't talk to 
strangers policy;" Kirkpatrick 
said. "But we have talked to peo-
ple playing the game if we have 
questions . When I see students 
on campus, I might ask them." 
Sarah Kirkpatrick said she 
has seen the app's already impres-
sive po pularity continue to grow. 
"For a little bit, I was the 
only one, but now I have cowork-
ers and friends who are playing," 
Kirkpatrick said. "There are actu-
ally a lot of them in my office, but 
I want my bosses to know that I 
only play it over lunch." 
Kirkpatrick and her daugh-
ter said SIUE's campus is a great 
place to be a PokemonGO train-
er. 
"The best spot is by the En-
gineering Building, where there 
are four Pokestops," Grace Kirk-
patrick said. "They have a lot of 
good Pokemon and a gym." 
Players are not the only ones 
taking advantage of all the great 
PokemonGO action on campus 
- university organizations are 
getting in on the game as well. 
"We have seen more students 
in the store," supervisor at the 
SIUE Cougar Store Anna Pavlik 
said. "We'll ask them if they need 
help as they stare at their phones. 
They just wander into a section 
where they don't really need 
anything, and you can tell what 
they're doing." 
The SIUE Cougar Store 
is also taking advantage of the 
PokemonGO craze via social 
media. Its twitter account - @ 
SIUeCougarStore - has been 
What is Pokemon Go? 
tweeting about Pokemon near-
by and active lure modules near 
their location. 
"It has helped with our on-
line presence a lot," Pavlik said. 
"We have [ received] a lot of 
retweets and conversations start-
ed from that." 
Pavlik said she believes the 
app will positively impact their 
business when more students are 
back on campus for the fall se-
mester. 
"We don't have a ton of 
students on campus right now," 
Pavlik said. "But I think once we 
get into fall, it will definitely help 
with sales." 
However, social media and 
involvement in PokemonGO are 
not the only ways the Cougar 
Store is trying to make an impact 
online. 
"We partnered with Stay-
Mobile and will be running a 
promotion in September once 
school starts back up," Pavlik 
said. "PokemonGO is the theme 
of [Cougar Welcome] and a lot 
of other departments are engaged 
because they know that it is a way 
to be successful." 
Additionally; campus police 
have recognized the increased 
traffic at the university; on foot 
and by car, due to PokemonGO. 
"Officers have noticed that 
cars have been parking on the 
shoulder, especially along Cougar 
Lake Drive there," SIUE Cam-
pus Police Chief Kevin Schmoll 
said. "There are a large number 
of PokemonGO players who go 
out in The Gardens area, and 
there is a parking lot where mo-
Pokemon, starting as an animated TV series, trading card game and video game in the 1990s, has 
come to mobile phones in the form of "Pokemon Go," an augmented reality game that uses a phone's 
GPS and camera. Pokemon are creatures with special abilities that players collect and battle against 
other Pokemon. · 
The game's map is based on 
the player's actual 
surroundings. In-game 
locations, such as stations 
where players can find items. 
can be found at- real world 
landmarks. 
Pokemon will appear on the 
map. Different creatures will 
appear in different areas. 
For example, Pokemon with 
water-based abilities can be 
found near bodies of water 
Players try to capture 
Pokemon by throwing 
Pokeballs at them. The game 
uses the phone's camera to 
show the creature in the real 
world. 
Players try to collect Pokemon and improve their abilities using in-game items in order to battle other 
players' Pokemon at Pokemon gyms, whlch can also be found at real-world landmarks. 
Source: Niantic . The Pokemon Company 
connect with us 
anytime online ',I @thealestle · 
Graphic: Tribune News Service 
@thealestle 
SIUE's Pokestop-riddled quad holds the Cougar Statue gym - the 
strongest gym located on campus. I Kyle Stepp / Alestle 
torists are supposed to park, but 
they see a Pokemon and pull over 
to the side of the road." 
Schmoll said the department 
noticed the impact the game was 
going to have on campus this 
summer within the first week of 
the app launching. 
"The first week that it 
launched, we noticed that one 
night we had 200 PokemonGO 
players on campus, particularly 
in The Gardens area," Schmoll 
said . "I noticed that during the 
day teenage kids on bicycles go-
ing around to the different areas 
playing the game." 
So far the campus police 
have not had a problem with 
people playing the game while 
driving but, Schmoll said if you 
have to catch a Pokemon, then 
you need to pull over into a safe 
area before doing so. 
"Usually people are playing 
in groups," Schmoll said. "Two 
to four people in a car, and the 
driver is not playing, but you can 
tell they are playing Pokemon." 
Schmoll said so far there 
have not been any incidents on 
campus due to PokemonGO, but 
he does have a few safety tips for 
players. 
"Be aware of the environ-
ment when you are walking," 
Schmoll said. "You should not 
be playing when you're driving. 
And I've seen people, not here 
but around the country; who have 
been robbed while playing. Be 
aware of where you are at when 
you're playing these games." 
Contact CONNOR McMAHON 
Call 650-3527 
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A high-level Pinsir appears near the south entrance of Peck Hall, Monday, 
July 25. I Kyle Stepp / Alestle 
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Plan for city to take on Gardens tabled 
CONNOR McMAHON 
Alestle Reporter 
The plan to have the City 
of Edwardsville take on manage-
ment of The Gardens at SIDE has 
been tabled by aldermen until the 
next committee meeting. 
"The aldermen at the Admin-
istrative and Community Service 
Committee have tabled the pro-
posal for the lease," Edwardsville 
Mayor Hal Patton said. "This was 
due to a lack of information and 
questions that they have in re-
gards to the lease." 
Though the deal has been 
tabled, it does not mean that the 
deal is dead yet. According to 
Patton, the deal has made its way 
to him and will be up for review 
again at the next ACS Committee 
meeting. 
"It's pretty much at my feet," 
Patton said. "We're going to take 
another look at it this Thursday 
[July 28] at the next ACS Com-
mittee meeting. It could poten-
tially go to the council for con-
sideration the first tuesday of the 
month [Aug. 2]." 
According to Patton, the 
terms of the lease are similar to 
the City of Edwardsville's recent 
lease of the outdoor Cougar Lake 
Pool from SIDE. 
"The lease being proposed is 
similar to the agreement that was 
worked on earlier this year for the 
pool," Patton said. ''It allows Ed-
wardsville to potentially partner 
with Glen Carbon again for this 
significant park." 
Patton said budgetary issues, 
of both the university and with 
the city, are the main obstacles 
standing in the way of the agree-
ment being reached. 
"This is all a matter of tim-
ing. The chancellor [Steve Han-
sen at SIDE] wasn't expecting 
the state to pull funding like they 
did," Patton said. "And we, the 
City of Edwardsville, have an an-
nual budget that is adopted, and 
we didn't have funds to take over 
the responsibility of maintaining 
The Gardens." 
Patton said he is hopeful 
that the board at The Gardens of 
SIUE can work together with the 
Watershed Nature Center. 
"The Watershed Nature Cen-
ter is working under the offices of 
the Nature Preserve Foundation," 
Patton said. "So we were trying 
to connect [ the Watershed Nature 
Center, the Nature Preserve Foun-
dation and The Gardens board], 
and the city would financially 
support The Gardens through the 
Nature Preserve Foundation." 
Patton said he hopes that this 
next meeting with the aldermen 
will help clear up any uncertain-
ty and answer any questions that 
they might have about the deal. 
"There are a lot of moving 
'' [The Gardens] is a beautiful, 
passive green space with an 
arboreum, which is something I 
think would be beneficial for the 
Edwardsville residents. 
parts," Patton said. '1\nd I'm 
hoping to be able summarize for 
the aldermen at the next meeting 
what this lease would look like, 
where the funds would be coming 
from and how we think we could 
partner with others in the future 
to make the city's financial com-
mitment a little bit less." 
Patton said he believes tak-
ing over The Gardens would be a 
benefit to not only SIDE, but to 
the city as well. 
"Having The Gardens as one 
of our city parks would benefit 
us in terms of the availability of 
unique parks," Patton said. "It's 
a beautiful, passive green space 
with an arboretum, which is 
something that I think would be 
beneficial for the Edwardsville 
residents." 
Patton said that the city and 
the university should try to reach 
deals that are mutually beneficial 
whenever possible. 
HAL PATTON 
Mayor of Edwardsville 
'' county. So I think it is appropri-ate for us to partner with SIDE as 
often as we can to provide ameni-
ties that are beneficial to the stu-
dents and for our residents." 
Patton said that he is skep-
tical about where the deal stands 
as of right now, but is optimistic 
that the deal will go through. 
"With the proposal being ta-
bled, it puts it back on its heels a 
little bit," Patton said. "I would 
say that it is better than 50/50. I 
understand that mid-year changes 
are difficult for the aldermen be-
cause the budget is a firm docu-
ment, but I think when emergen-
cies like this come up, we can find 
some funds that are in accounts 
that have a little bit of discretion-
ary spending." 
Patton said he is hopeful that 
the plan will get passed along to 
the council for a vote because he 
feels overwhelming support for 
the agreement by the community. 
"We did a survey on-
line," Patton said. "We had over 
100 responses and 90 percent of 
those were supportive of the city 
taking on the lease of The Gar-
dens." 
The Gardens Center, located in the Gardens at SIUE, functions as an educational and research facility for the 
university. The Gardens of SIUE is a public garden that occupies 35 acres and is home to a wide variety of pants, 
flowers and wildlife. . I Christian Sykes/ Alestle 
"We take credit for the stu-
dent population in our census, 
and that helps us out with fund-
ing and some other state funding 
that we get based on population," 
Patton said. "We also take credit 
for the dorms and student hous-
ing complexes citizenry when we 
count for our [Park Enhancement 
Program] grants through the 
Contact CONNOR McMAHON 
Call 650-3527 
Tweet @cmcmahonalestle 
Mud Mountain SK 
comes t o SIUE course 
KIAH EARL 
Alestle Reporter 
Runners and community 
members will lace up for the 21st 
annual Mud Mountain SK Run 
at 8 a.m. Saturday; July 30 on SI-
UE's NCAA-certified cross coun-
try course. 
The SK will be immediately 
followed by a one mile fun run at 
9 a.m., and awards will be given 
out at the end of the event. As an 
incentive to race, children under 
the age of 10 will receive a partic-
ipation medal. 
George Patrylak, · race di-
rector, cross country coach and 
assistant track and field coach at 
Edwardsville High School, said 
the race is a unique opportunity 
for anyone who wants to get in-
volved. 
"This year, a lot of new 
things are happening," Patry-
lak said. "This is the first time 
we're offering ' both women and 
children's cut t-shirts, and as al-
ways, the race provides a chance 
for the runners in. the communi-
ty to come out and run on a real 
course." · 
Patrylak has been race direc-
tor for three years and is currently 
in his 12th year working with' the 
EHS cross country and track and 
field booster club - one of the 
largest booster clubs in the Metro 
East area covering both boys and 
girls running sports. 
"We cover all programs," 
Patrylak said. "Both the junior 
high and the high school." 
On average, the race gener-
ally sees about 400 runners an-
nually; and about 170 people are 
currently pre-registered, accord-
ing to Patrylak, but this year he 
said he expects a jump in regis-
tered participants throughout the 
upcoming days. 
"If the weather breaks and 
it's nice, it's not uncommon for 
us to get 140 plus runners to sign 
up at the last minute," Patrylak 
said. 
Individuals can register be-
fore the event o.nline or the day 
of the event between 6 and 7 
a.m. at the registration tables lo-
cated !lear the start of the course. 
Discounted registration fees are 
available from 10 a.m. until 8 
p.m. Friday; July 29, at The Cy-
clery in Edwardsville. 
_For more information visit 
mudmountian5k.org 
Contact KIAH EARL 
Call 050-3527 
Tweet @kearl_alestle 
· Email kearl@alestlelive.~om 
Email cmcmahon@alestlelive.com 
SIUE men's cross country team races on the NCAA-certified course during its 2012 season. The Mud Mountain SK 
will be held on the same course Saturday, July 30. I Alestle file photo 
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An officer issued a written 
warning for s~ on South 
University Dnve at P2 Road. 
An officer responded to 
Cougar Village 421 for an ac-
tive fire alarm. Housing was no• 
t.ified. No smoke, no fire. Alarm 
activated by cleaning and was 
restored. Alarm continued to 
activate. Housing is notifying 
an electrician. 
An officer issued state cita-
tions for SJ?<:eding and driving 
an tminsured motor vehicle t0 
Joshua Ramirez on South Uni• 
versity Drive at P2 Road. 
An officer responded to 
Cougar Village 507 for an ac-
tive fire alarm. Housing was 
notified. Alarm was activated 
by an wiknown reason and was 
restored. Unit is unoccupied. 
Windows were opened on the 
unit. Alarm was left in trouble 
mode until an electrician can re-
pair it. 
A written warning is-
sued for expired registration 
on South University Drive at 
South Circle Drive. 
An offie¢r responded to 
Cougar Village 4.21 for an ac-
tive me alarm. Housing was 
notified. This was the second 
alann in two hours at this loca-
tion. Tue alarm was silenced. 
An officer i:esponded to 
Cougac Village 526 for an ac• 
tive fire alarm. Housing was 
notified. This was the second 
alarm. 
An officer issued a written 
warning foi: one taillight on 
North University Drive at Lew-
is Road. 
An officer issued a written 
warning for ~ired registration 
on North Umversity Drive at 
Lewis Road. 
An officer issued a writ-
ten warning for speeding 59 
mph in a 45 mph zone on New 
Poag Road at North University 
Drive. 
An officer issued a written 
warning for expired registration 
and one headlight on North 
University Drive at P5. 
07.22.1 6 
An officer issued a written 
warning for expired registration 
on East University Drive. 
An officer checked damage 
that was done to Illinois reg-
istered vehicle 010987 over-
night. 
An officer responded to 
Woodland Hall for an active fire 
alarm. The officer advised it was 
due to the electricians testing 
the system. 
An officer issued written 
warning for driving without 
lights on Cougar Lake Drive at 
the Arboretum. • 
An officer issued a written 
warning for speeding 59 mph in 
45 mph zone on Sourh Uni,er-
sity Drive and Stadium Drm:. 
An officer issued a writren 
warning for for speeding 57 . 
mph in a 45 mph zone on South 
University and Stadium Drive. 
An officer took a report of 
a hit-and-run accident between 
an unknown vehicle and Illinois 
registered vehicle JNSTN 10. 
An officer issued a written 
warning issued for expired regis-
tration on East University Drive,, 
at North University Drive. 
An officer issued a written 
warning for driving while using 
an electronic communication 
device on Stadium Drive at 
South University Drive. 
An officer issued a written 
warning for expired registra-
tion on East University Drive at 
North University Drive. 
07.23.16 
An officer responded to 
Cougar Village 429 for an active 
fire alarm. The officer advised 
there was no fire but the alarm 
would not reset. No smoke, 
no fire, no damage. Housing is 
looking into the issue. 
An officer responded to 526 
Cougar Village for an active fire 
alarm. The officer advised there 
was no fire. Alarm was cooking 
related. 
An officer responded to 
Cougar Village 429 for an ac-
tive fire alarm. The officer ad-
vised there was no fire. Bu.ildirig 
is unoccupied. It was a mechan,t< 
ita!issue. 
An officer issued a writ~ 
~ n warning for impx❖per · 
wage/wrong way driving 
South University Drive at Uni-
versity Park Drive. 
An officer issued a written 
warning for expired registration 
on South Uruversity Drive at 
Supporting Services Drive. 
An officer issued a written 
warning for expired registra• 
tion on East University Drive at 
North University Drive. 
An officer issued a written 
warning for Expired Registra• 
tion on East University Drive at 
North University rive. 
An officer issued a written 
warning for driving without 
headlighrs on South University 
Drive at P2. 
07.24.16 
An officer responded to 
Cougar Village 522 for an ac-
tive fire alarm. The alarm was 
activated by humidity. The door 
was open and the residence was 
unoccupied. 
An officer responded to an 
active fire alarm at Cougar Vil-
lage 526. The alarm was activat-
ed by humidity. Residence was 
unoccupied. Alarm was reset. 
An officer issued a written 
warning for driving without 
headlights on P2 Road at South 
University Drive. 
An officer issued a state ci-
tation to Ryan A. Redmon for 
driving without a valid driver's 
license. The officer also issued a 
written warning for expired reg-
istration on North University 
Drive at Lot 10. Redmon had 
a valid driver take possession of 
the vehicle, -
alestlelive.com page 3 
I11inois Detnocrats look for candidate 
to run against Rauner in 2018 
KIM GEIGER, BILL RUTHHART 
Chicago Tribune 
Officially, Illinois Democrats were gathered in 
a hotel ballroom Monday, [July 25], to rally their 
troops at the start of the Democratic National Con-
vention, but it was a different upcoming election bat-
tle that consumed much of the focus. 
The question on the minds of many delegates 
here was not just how to help Democrat Hillary Clin-
ton defeat Republican presidential nominee Donald 
Trump in November, but whom to run against Re-
publican Gov. Bruce Rauner in 2018. 
Rauner's name was mentioned as often as 
Trump's during a two-hour breakfast meeting that 
featured pep talks from labor leaders and party of-
ficials, and regular reminders from the breakfast 
emcee, Cook County Recorder of Deeds Karen Yar-
brough, that "we need a Democratic governor." 
The most buzzed about potential candidate was 
U.S. Sen. Dick Durbin, a veteran lawmaker and par-
ty elder. Asked Monday about a run for governor, the 
71-year-old demurred. 
"The election for governor in Illinois is about 30 
months away," Durbin said. "I say to those who arc 
focusing on that, they've lost sight of the most im-
portant election that is going to be just a few months 
from now for president of the United States and 
senator from Illinois. That is where I'm focusing my 
attention and my energy." 
The senator kept the door open when asked ifhe 
had ruled out seeking the governor's mansion. 
"Well, all I can say is I'm focusing on my posi-
tive responsibility that the voters gave to me in the 
last election," said Durbin, who was re-elected in 
2014 and would not face another Senate contest un-
til 2020. 
In a signal that Durbin might have party es-
tablishment backing if he ran, Democratic House 
Speaker Michael Madigan declared him "uniquely 
qualified" for the role, saying the two had spoken 
about the possibility "a few months ago." 
Later, the speaker was asked about another Illi-
nois politician often considered a potential candidate 
for the job, Illinois Attorney General Lisa Madigan, 
but he said he hadn't spoken with his daughter about 
that possibility "recently." 
For her part, Lisa Madigan said she was focused 
on the election at hand. While an eventual run for 
governor has long been seen as a logical next step 
for her, the four-term attorney general said last time 
around that she wouldn't run for the post while her 
father was serving as speaker. 
Back in 2013, as speculation swirled about a 
Democratic primary challenge against then-Gov. 
Pat Quinn, Lisa Madigan issued a statement. "I feel 
strongly that the state would not be well served by 
having ! governpr and speaker of the House from 
the same family and have never planned to run for 
governor if that would be the case," she said. "With 
Speaker Madigan planning to continue in office, I 
will not run for governor." 
With Speaker Madigan showing no signs of re-
tiring in the midst of his pitched battle against Raun-
er, that leaves Lisa Madigan potentially looking at a 
run for a fifth term in 2018. A spot on the Illinois 
Supreme Court also could be an option should a va-
cancy occur. 
Durbin's cagey re.<ponse left speculation to swirl, 
with some Democrats questioning whether he would 
be willing to abandon a powerful post in Washington 
for the governor's mansion in Springfield. 
"I wonder if he'd be willing to leave the Sen-
ate when the Democrats regain the majority, which I 
think is a distinct possibility this time," said longtime 
Chicago Alderman Ed Burke. 
Burke, meanwhile, offered up another name: 
Valerie J arrctt, a longtime adviser to President Barack 
Obama. 
"I think she'd be an exciting possibility," Burke 
said, brushing aside the fact that Jarrett has never 
held elected office and noting that Rawier also came 
to the governor's office without any prior experience. 
"She's got a wealth of experience, not only in the 
public sector, but in the private sector," said Burke, 
who said he worked closely with Jarrett when she was 
commissioner of the Chicago Planning Department, 
when she worked in the mayor's office and when she 
was CTA chairman. "I think her links to the pres-
ident, there is nobody closer to the president than 
she is, and she has the ability to raise the money, and 
I think she can motivate women voters and clearly, 
there is probably no one more identifiable with the 
successful administration of the United States gov-
ernment over the last eight years than Valerie. 
State Sen. Kwame Raoul, D-Chicago, who 
holds Obama's old state Senate seat, expressed his 
own interest. 
''I wouldn't run away from any job that would 
put me in a position to solve problems in our state, 
and we have a lot of problems," Raoul said. ''I'm in 
such a position right now, however, I'm on in 59 in 
my chamber ... Certainly, being a chief executive puts 
you in a stronger position to solve problems." 
Raoul launched with ease into a series of cam-
paign-style talking points about how he's confronted 
tough issues such as the state's pension problems, 
workers compensation issues, redistricting and crim-
inal justice reform. And he noted that his personal 
life was on track to accommodate a campaign for the 
chief executive of the state, given that in two years 
he'll become an empty-nester with children off to 
college. 
READ MORE ON ILLINOIS DEMOCRATS 
AT ALESTLELIVE.COM. 
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CHLOE SMITH 
Alestle Lifestyles Edito r 
Summed up in one word, 
the most recent set of "Star 
Trek" films have been slick -
but in a way that goes beyond 
the meticulously designed, 
futuristic sets and the pris-
tine blue of Chris Pine's ·eyes. 
The stories within the re-
boot themselves have been slick 
- so slick, in fact, that it's been 
hard to find any traction within 
them at all, and like the vastness 
of space, they fade away into 
the realm of fun but nearly-for-
gettable summer blockbusters. 
Scripts for the rebooted 
franchise haven't necessarily been 
bad. They've just felt a little emp-
ty compared to the expectations 
an audience might have when it 
comes to "Star Trek." The villains 
have been static, the quips not-
so-clever and the stories not so 
focused on the traditionally phil-
osophical ideals of the franchise. 
"Beyond," however, is 
eager to live up to its name. 
The film feels like an elongat-
ed episode of television. Now, 
for any other movie, that no-
tion may sound like box office 
sudden death, but for a "Star 
Trek" film, it couldn't be better. 
The story is entertaining 
and fun, but focused. The film 
begins with a disillusioned Cap-
tain Kirk, played by Chris Pine 
questioning if he wants to con-
tinue his exciting but aimless 
rruss10ns in space. After he ap-
plies for a vice admiral position 
that will leave him grounded, 
viewers are led to believe that 
this film may be his last mission. 
That mission turns out to be 
rescuing the crew of a stranded 
ship on a distant, barely-inhab-
ited planet. To reach the planet, 
Kirk and the crew of the USS 
Enterprise must travel through a 
nebula that will cut off all of the 
ship's ability to communicate. 
The mission quickly and 
forcefully goes awry when the 
ship is subjected to a vicious 
and calculated attack by the 
film's villain, Krall, played by 
Idris Elba, and his swarm of 
ships that are referred to as "the 
bees." The special effects of 
this scene, especially in IMAX, 
are dazzling, and a perfect way 
to kick of the film's main plot. 
While a large amount of the 
crew is taken captive by Krall, a 
few ( of course, the familiar fac-
es) manage to evacuate in escape 
pods, including Bones, played by 
Karl Urban, and Spock, played 
by Zachary Quinto, who, after 
crashing together, share some of 
the film's funniest, most charming 
scenes as their personalities clash. 
Scotty, played by Simon 
Pegg, who co-wrote the film, 
escapes as well, and happens 
upon J aylah, played wonder-
fully by Sofia Boutella, an alien 
who has lived on the planet ever 
since she escaped Krall's captiv-
ity. After the two find Kirk and 
alestlelive.com 
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Captain Kirk, played by Chris Pine, Jaylah, played by Sofia Boutella and Commander Chekov, played by Anton 
Yelchin, concoct a plan to escape the planet on which they're stuck. I Photo via IMDB 
Chekov, played by the late An- within a story of people work- all, there are still plenty of cool 
ton Yelchin, the mission to fig- ing together. To some, that may spaceships and big explosions 
ure out Krall's motives, bring not be exciting enough, but in to fulfill any summer blockbust-
him down, find the crew and the world of bloated summer er checklist. So buy a ticket to 
escape the planet really begins. blockbusters, ironically enough, "Star Trek Beyond," and make 
While the film doesn't nee- the familiarity feels refreshing. the final frontier feel like home. 
essarily take viewers to any Don't expect anything too "Star Trek. Beyond" 
mind-boggling new frontiers fantastical from the latest "Star was released m theaters 
as far as space is concerned _ Trek'' film, but if you grew up everywhere Friday, July 22. 
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THE HEADPHONE JACK: 'Blank Face LP' Review 
KENDRA MARTIN 
Contributing Writer 
This album shows why 
the West Coast is breeding the 
best rappers for this generation. 
That was my initial thought 
while I was listening to ScHool-
boy Q's latest album, "Blank 
Face LP." Since his 2014 release, 
"Oxymoron," which received 
critical and commercial acclaim, 
ScHoolboy Q has been relative-
ly quiet as far as music goes. He 
appeared on features and remixes, 
but fans are anxiously anticipating 
new music from ScHoolboy Q. 
In April, ScHoolboy Q final-
ly broke the silence by releasing 
his new single "Groovy Tony," 
which is a very cryptic, dark song 
with a hint of Ghostface Killah 
ScHoolboy Q released his n~w album, "Blank Face LP," July 8, 
I Photo via Facebook 
influence. I personally enjoyed 
the song, and I was eagerly await-
ing this album. When it was final-
ly released on July 8, my expec-
tations were definitely exceeded. 
Honestly, it took me a few 
days to listen to this album. 
With the recent police brutali-
ty incidents that have been all 
over the news in Bai:on Rouge, 
La. and Falcon Heights, Minn., 
I have been emotionally, phys-
ically and mentally drained, so 
I was not in the mood to listen 
to new music. After a few days 
of clearing my head, I finally got 
around to listening to the album. 
Now, "Blank Face LP" is 
very dark, and it almost feels as 
if ScHoolboy is taking the listen-
ers to South Central, Los Angeles 
through his music. I enjoyed the 
intro "Torch" and the follow-
ing song "Lord H ave Mercy," 
but I didn't find myself loving 
the album until "Groovy Tony/ 
Eddie Kane." When the single 
"Groovy Tony," was released a 
few months prior, I liked it, but 
hearing it in the context of the 
album made me love the song 
more, and it became one of my 
_ favorites. When the song and 
• beat switched to "Eddie Kane," I 
couldn't stop nodding my head. 
The album then switches to 
a beautiful piano beat by Alche-
mist entitled, "Kno Ya Wrong," 
about skimping off other people's 
success, but my absolute favorite 
song on this album is definitely 
"Ride Out'' with Vince Staples. 
I am a young black female 
from the western suburbs of Chi-
cago who does her best to stay out 
of trouble, but when "Ride Out" 
comes on, all I want to do is roll 
through the hood knocking over 
mailboxes with baseball bats. It is 
a song that has to be blasted on 
the speakers, and Vince Staples' 
verse is just the icing on the cake 
- it is the highlight of the album. 
With this album, it is very un-
predictable and isn't sequenced to 
flow in a particularly way, but that 
is the beauty of the album. Even 
with me understanding that, it 
was a few songs that I felt ruined 
the flow of the album. "Whateva 
U Want," I felt the song ruined 
the perfect momentum with 
"Groovy Tony/Eddie Kane," 
"Kno Ya Wrong," and "Ride 
Out," because it was too upbeat 
with the darker songs with heavi-
er bass. It was not a bad song 
but it could have been placed 
in a better section of the album. 
I feel that "Overtime," with 
Miguel and Justine Skye is go-
ing to be an obvious radio hit, 
because it is very sing songy and 
it has a catchy hook that will 
capture mainstream listeners 
but it could have been a bonus 
track because it just does not fit 
with the sound of the album. 
But those are the only two 
tracks out of the 17, so that is 
a minor gripe. Toward the end 
of the album, we have ScHool-
boy Q touching on some more 
social issues, such as "Neva 
Change," with SZA. As I stated 
before, things have been pretty 
sad within the black community 
in terms of police brutality and 
this song could not have been 
released at a more perfect time. 
When ScHoolboy Q rapped, 
'1\nd still my life isn't prom-
ised/Still nervous as driver/You 
seem them lights get behind us/ 
They pull me out of of my pri-
ors/Won't let me freeze before 
they fire/You say that footage," 
I almost broke down in tears 
because that is the harsh real-
ity of being black in America. 
READ MORE ABOUT "BLANK 
FACE LP" AT ALESTLELIVE.COM. 
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RNC plagiarism acts as precursor to presidency 
It was in the news constantly 
last week: the Republican 
National Convention. 
ALESTLE 
STAFF EDITORIAL 
Among the commotion 
that ensued, orie highlight that 
has caught the attention of the 
country is the plagiarism scandal 
surrounding Melania Trump's 
speech she delivered opening 
night of the RNC Monday, July 
18. 
Donald Trump's campaign 
had two high-powered 
speechwriters - Matthew Scully 
and John McConnell - assigned 
to make the "perfect" speech 
to introduce his wife Melania 
Trump to the nation, but when 
she didn't respond to a draft 
they sent to her, everything went 
downhill. 
According to the New York 
Times, Melania Trump didn't 
like some excerpts of the speech 
written for her, so she made some 
chan_ges and delivered her own 
speech to the public. 
Soon after Melania Trump 
spoke, the media was buzzing 
about the blatant use of bits and · 
pieces of a prior speech given 
by Michelle Obama eight years 
ago at the Democratic National 
Convention. 
Plagiarism, .according to 
The Poynter Institute, is the 
unattributed use of another 
person's original words or ideas. 
For journalists' reference, Poynter 
also created a flowchart to help 
identify an act of plagiarism with 
a few simple questions: 
"Is some of the language in 
the article copied from another 
source?" In the case of Melania 
Trump's speech, quite a few 
sentences were used verbatim 
from Obama's speech in 2008. 
"Is the language attributed 
to the original source?" Through 
the duration of the speech given 
last week, Obama was not once 
mentioned as having already 
stated the ideals Melania Trump 
felt cop-ipelled. to share. Maybe 
she miraculously had the same 
experience as Obama growing 
up - doubt it. Maybe she was 
embarrassed to admit agreeing 
with a Democrat - possible. 
Regardless, if words were 
borrowed, they should have been 
attributed. 
"Is the string of unattributed 
language more than 7 -10 words 
in one sentence?" Yes, in fact 
Melania Trump borrowed an 
entire passage from Obama, 
mentioning her "values" of 
working hard for what you 
want in life, keeping promises, 
respecting others and passing 
those values onto future 
generations. 
As convincing as Melania 
Trump was, the whole campaign's 
denial of the blatant plagiarism 
and reluctance to admonish 
anyone for the error doesn't 
exactly portray "hard work," or 
"respect." 
As students, it has been 
ingrained in us that plagiarism 
is synonymous with the end 
of our academic careers, and 
in the professional workforce, 
it is grounds for termination. 
However, unfortunately, this 
act surely won't stop the Trump 
campaign. 
If tl1is is the behavior the 
Republican party has in regard 
to admitting mistakes and being 
truthful now, it's fair to assume 
this is a precursor for how the 
Trump's will act in office -
unprofessional, dishonest and 
downright shady. 
In our eyes, Donald Trump 
is not a politician; he is a reality 
television star, who has no 
reservations when it comes to 
stirring up drama. Sure, that 
might have worked on "The 
Apprentice," but being in charge 
of the United States of America 
should not be treated like the 
next hit reality TV show. 
With Election Day creeping 
closer each day, the Alestle staff 
pleads those able to vote to 
compare your values to those of 
the candidates. Educate yourself 
with a variety of media sources 
- not just right winged or left 
winged ones - and consider 
what our country may look like 
based on the behavior presented 
by the candidates so far. 
November is not very far 
from now, and in the midst of 
this storm of opinions, establish 
your own perspective based on 
thorough research. Don't become 
subject to the political hype. 
READ MORE STAFF EDITORIALS 
AT ALESTLELIVE.COM. 
Nice attacks raise security concerns 
Devastation has plagued the 
world again following the hqrrific 
attack in Nice, France July 14 
when 84 people were killed when 
the attacker, a 31-year-old delivery 
truck driver and Nice resident, 
Mohamed Bouhlel drove a carrier 
truck down the crowded streets. 
NICOLLE PATTON 
Alestle Opinion Editor 
The attack took place during 
a symbolic annual national 
celebration for France called 
Bastille Day. In some aspects, it's 
almost seen as our celebration 
of July 4, but this day honors 
a certain event in the French 
Revolution - a civil war. 
A day that stood for freedom 
and festivities came to an end with 
tragedy, and now this symbolic 
national holiday will be tacked to 
a night of heartbreak and loss. 
The rece1,1t attack on Nice 
has been the seventh one to occur 
in France in the last 18 months. 
Even with the country on high 
alert with maximum security, the 
attacks keep happening, and the 
death toll keeps rising. 
French President Francois 
Hollande dechtred a state of 
emergency following the deadliest 
attack in France's modern history, 
as multiple gunmen and suicide 
bombers had spread out over 
Paris, leaving many dead and 
injured. 
Even with the heightened 
security, the attacks continue, but 
is there any way to truly decrease 
these attacks and get the casualty 
number down? 
Yes, the security does a 
number of things, but should 
they start monitoring individuals 
with violent backgrounds, petty 
crimes, history of violence 
towards others as well as mental 
health issues that could in1pair the 
person's judgement and actions? 
The Nice attacker, Bouhlel, 
was known to have a sheet filled 
with things such as petty crin1es 
and assault charges. 
Ordinary individuals who 
have charges like these, and 
sometimes mental health issues, 
are the ones who do these 
terrorists attacks, and with this 
in mind, it would be a good idea 
to start monitoring these niched 
individuals. 
Making sure they don't 
purchase anything that is deemed 
dangerous such as firearms and 
having them go through extra 
security at big events such as 
festivals to ensure the safety of 
everyone else attending. 
Of course, this alone won't 
stop attacks all together in one 
go, but it'll lower the numbers of 
attacks if they catch the attacker 
before they do any serious damage 
to those around tl1em. 
For now, this idea is only that 
- an idea, but there are things 
we as a natio.o and people of 
the world can do in this time of 
darkness. 
We must be aware and 
cautious when we venture out 
and about, even in places we're 
familiar with, and watch out for 
any strange behavior that raises 
a red flag. You may well end up 
saving lives when being on alert. 
Next time you're at a 
celebration, just remember to be 
aware of your surroundings and 
those around you because your 
insight could end up saving so 
many in the end. 
Contact NICOLLE PATTON 
Call 650-3527 
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Cougars 7 footer j.oins active roster 
CONNOR McMAHON 
Alestle Reporter 
After transferring from the 
College of Charleston and sit-
ting out for a redshirt year due 
to NCAA transfer rules, junior 
center Glen Pierre is ready to step 
foot on the basketball court for 
the first time as an SIDE Cougar. 
"[Sitting out] was hard at 
first," Pierre said. "But I was able 
to practice with the guys and 
help make everyone else better. I 
also got to work on my game for 
the upcoming season." 
Pierre played nine games as 
a true freshman at Charleston be-
fore stepping into a much bigger 
role his sophomore year when he 
played in all but one of its reg-
ular season games. While on the 
court, he led the team with 21 
blocked shots, had a career-high 
nine rebounds and went 13 for 
18 from the free-throw line. 
Pierre said he believes his 
defense and size are what he can 
contribute most to the team for 
this upcoming season. The Cou-
gars are in need of size after los-
ing two 6 foot 10 inch centers at 
the end of the 2015-2016 season. 
''I bring my length and my 
shot blocking on defense," Pierre 
said about his on-the-court 
strengths. "I can grab rebounds 
and am able to score the ball in 
the post." 
Senior small forward Devon 
Thornton said he thinks Pierre is 
going to make a big impact once 
he is finally able to step on the 
court. 
"Glen brings a huge pres-
ence, literally and figuratively," 
Thornton said. "He is 7 feet tall, 
really long and athletic. He takes 
up a lot of room in the paint, 
blocks shots, offensive rebounds 
- things like that are what he 
brings to the team on the floor." 
Pierre said he was looking at 
a couple schools once he decid-
ed to transfer, but SIUE's unique 
approach and family atmosphere 
is what got him to commit here. 
"[SIDE) just felt like a fam-
ily," Pierre said. "The coaching 
staff didn't call me saying 'Come 
here, we have this, we have that.' 
They just told me how it was go-
ing to be and got straight to the 
point." 
Pierre said that this 
straight-forward approach is 
what separated SIDE from the 
crowd of other potential destina-
tions. 
"They told me that you're 
going to have to work hard, we 
are going to work you hard," 
Pierre said. "In the recruitment 
process, the coaches will say what 
you_ want to hear and not really 
what is going to happen." 
Pierre said that having this 
past year to work out as a red-
shirt has allowed him to work on 
areas of weakness, but he still has 
more to do. 
"I was able to gain weight 
and work on my fundamental 
skills [as a redshirt)," Pierre said. 
"I think I still need to work on 
my motor, just going hard all the 
time and playing at llO percent 
every time I'm on the court." 
"I'm expecting a lot from 
Glen," Thornton said. "I don't 
have any low expectations for 
any of my teammates. I expect 
them to bring it all and give llO 
percent, which I think he is really 
working on. The sky's the limit 
for him and he has a lot of po-
tential." 
Thornton said Pierre is not 
just a benefit to have on the 
court, but is a good guy to have 
in the locker room and on the 
team as well. 
"Off the court he is a good 
presence," Thornton said. "He 
makes everything fun. He can 
get everyone laughing and make 
a dull moment a funny one. You 
always need someone like that; 
you don't want someone who is 
going to bring the team down -
you want someone who can pick 
the team up." 
When pressed for examples 
of some of the funnier things 
Pierre has done, Thornton hesi-
tated to share stories. 
"He is probably one of the 
funniest guys on the team," 
Thornton said. "There are so 
many stories that I can't even 
come up with one. If you can 
think of it, he has probably 
done it. Cracking jokes and pull-
ing pranks and making you say 
something to look silly, that's all 
Glen." 
Pierre said that he is ready to 
help the team this year and hope-
fully contribute to a lot of wins 
through team play. 
"I'm just going to go out 
there and play as hard as I can," 
Pierre said. "I want to help the 
team get wins. I don't need to 
score 20 points and grab 10 re-
bounds, if I score six and get 
three rebounds, and the team 
wins, that's all right. I'm just go-
ing out there to win." 
The Men's Basketball sched-
ule is set to be announced later 
this summer. 
Contact CONNOR McMAHON 
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, 
Left, senior forward Devin Thornton stands next to junior center Glen 
Pierre, a transfer from the College of Charleston, who sat out as a redshirt 
last year, Thursday, July 14. Pierre will play for SIUE men's basketball in the 
upcoming season. I Christian Sykes/ Alestle 
SIUE Wrestling wraps up summer fundraiser 
LaSHAUNDA JORDAN 
Alestle Reporter 
The SIDE Cougars' Wres-
tling program values hard work, 
integrity, passion and service, 
according to the wreslting pro-
gram's Facebook page. Through 
the use of these values, the pro-
gram has been able to develop · 
young men into elite wrestlers 
and vital members of the commu-
nity. 
"The history of the program 
has been known nationally from 
back in the day, but we're trying 
to get back in that discussion. We 
had national qualifiers the last 
three years as far as individuals, 
but next year's event, the national 
tournament, is going to be in St. 
Lou.is at the Scottrade Center and 
we're going to have our best team 
yet. I think we will really be repre-
•Sented at the NCAA tournament, 
and that'll really help put us back 
on the map:' Head Coach Jeremy 
Spates said. 
According to Spates, as the 
wrestling team continues to com-
pete and excel on a national level, 
coaches, wrestlers, alumni and 
fans would like tl1e conditions of 
the faciliry the wrestlers train in to 
meet that national level standards. 
"I really think [SIDE Wres-
tling] is a program on the rise. I 
think Coach Spates is doing great 
things, and we are going to see 
some guys finishing high in na-
tional tournaments in the next 
few years," senior wrestler Jake 
Tindle said. 
According to Jason Coom-
er, Senior Associate Director of 
Athletics for External Affairs, the 
wrestling room has not been up-
dated since 2005. 
In order to keep the pro-
gram and student-athletes in the 
national discussions, Spates said 
an update is due to enhance the 
efforts of recruitment and the stu-
dent-athlete experience. 
Coomer said that the SIDE 
wrestling team announced a 30-
day online crowdfunding project 
in June to raise $30,000. 
According to Tindle, the 
wrestlers were active in promot-
ing this project via social media. 
"We want this initiative to 
go viral within the community 
that we are targeting. Social me-
dia is a major player in the suc-
cess of this type of fundraising 
initiative," Coomer said. "Whetl1-
er it be Facebook or Twitter, we 
want those who give to help us 
spread the word so the number 
of individuals you initially reach 
grow exponentially once individ-
uals share from a scx;ial media ap-
proach." 
Coomer said that the pur-
pose of the "Restore the Room" 
fundraiser is to update and reno-
vate the SIDE Wrestling Room, 
so that they can honor the former 
student athletes, All-Americans 
and people who have really helped 
build the program over the years. 
"We anticipate more gifts 
to continue to come in through 
donations, and getting to the 
$30,000 [goal] is still a real pos-
sibility, but for the official close 
[June 30) of" that online cam-
paign, we came in right under 
$20,000, which will really help us 
get to phase one of these renova-
tions," Coomer said. 
Coomer said as a team, the 
coaches and student athletes want 
to tell a story in that wrestling 
room, and they want to show 
where this program came from 
and all the great individuals who 
walked in that room before the 
current roster of wrestlers. 
"The old saying is, 'it's hard 
to know where you're going if 
you don't know where you come 
from', and it's going to be really 
good for our guys to see the level 
of success tl1at came before them 
that quite honestly gave them the 
opportunity they have toda)~" 
Coomer said. 
; READ MORE ABOUT 'WRESTLING' 
ONLINE AT ALESTLELIVE.COM. 
Senior heavyweight Chris Johnson wrestles during his match against Mizzou 
Friday, Nov. 20, 2015. Johnson won his match with a 5-0 decision. 
I Alestle File Photo 
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Pink glove accompanies 
Wi-lliams to Cardinals 
DERRICK GOOLD 
St. Louis Dispatch 
With a pink glove nearby -
the one that symbolizes why he 
still pursues the game - Jerome 
WilliamssatathislockerMonday 
awaiting the arrival of his new 
teammates. 
Williams, a 10-year veteran, 
had his contract purchased by 
the Cardinals and was added to 
the active roster to bring needed 
depth to the bullpen. To make 
room on the 40-man roster for 
the righthander, the Cardinals 
moved misplaced reliever Jordan 
Walden to the 60-day disabled 
list . 
Williams returns to the ma-
jors with his eighth team, arriving 
from Class AAA Memphis, where 
he signed recently after recover-
ing from an offseason Achilles' 
tendon rupture. 
''A tribute," he said. 
Five years ago he started 
wearing the glove for his moth-
er, Deborah, who died of cancer 
in 2001. He has gone dirough at 
least 12 of them in the past few 
years .. On Mother's Day, he vol-
unteers to catch the first pitch and 
gives the pink glove to the mother 
who usually dirows it. This year, 
he wasn't with a team on Moth-
er's Day, rehabbing from the inju-
ry and later auditioning for teams 
like the Cardinals in California. 
The Cardinals signed Wil-
liams, 34, to provide depth for 
the Class AAA rotation, and 
dirough a series of strenuous 
games this past week they now 
need him to do so in the majors. 
Williams direw a shutout in his 
second start for the Triple-A Red-
birds, his second time facing hit-
ters since the end of last season. 
H e has had two starts with at 
least seven runs allowed to inflate 
his ERA to 4.89 in nine starts and 
57 innings. 
''I was the older guy there 
helping out some young guys, 
leading by example," he said. "I 
was rusty. Once I got it going,' ev-
erything was clicking." 
innings in his major-league de-
but; 10 of the 14 batters he faced 
reached base. It was an unfor-
giving welcome for the Ole Miss 
righthander, and it reminded Car-
dinals manager Matheny of an-
other bruising debut. 
A year ago lefty Tim Cooney 
allowed seven hits and diree 
earned runs in an abbreviated 2 
1/3-inning debut. Cooney re-
turned to the minors, pitched 
with a new frame of reference, 
-and by the end of the season had 
the Cardinals looking for innings 
to give him. 
The Cardinals urged Mayers 
to take the same lesson. 
"I talked to him for a little 
while after the game and rein-
forced the kind of season that he's 
having," said Matheny, referring 
to Mayers' 2.62 ERA in 18 starts 
at two levels this s=er. ''I re-
minded him, too, don't forget 
you started in Class AA this year. 
Right in the middle of things you 
come in and make a start for us 
with all the talent that we have, 
and you're the guy. Don't forget 
mat. That doesn't change wim 
what happened. You could sec 
how things were unraveling and 
he kept going. He just didn't have 
his best stuff to put guys away 
and put guys away like he wanted 
to." 
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"Coming up as a young guy 
and then getting traded, and then 
designated, and all of a sudden 
I'm in independent ball and go-
ing overseas (to Taiwan) and 
independent ball again," said 
Williams, who pitched last sea-
son with Philadelphia. "The only 
thing I can think of is just fight-
ing dirough everything. I still 
deal with it today, with the glove 
- that's the only reason I'm still 
playing." 
The glove, the pink glove, is 
for his mother. 
Williams took tl1e spot on 
the active roster last occupied by 
rookie Mike Mayers, who start-
ed Sunday's game and did not 
survive a second inning. The 
24-year-old rookie allowed nine 
runs on eight hi ts through 1 1/3 
READ MORE SPORTS AT 
ALESTLELIVE.COM 
Philadelphia Phillies pitcher Jerome Williams throws against the San Diego 
Padres during the eighth inning at Citizens Bank Park in Phi ladelphia Friday, 
Aug. 28, 2015. I Steven M. Falk / Philadelphia Inquirer 
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CLASSIFIEDS 
GIVE YOU MORE 
Place your classified ad 
at a time convenient for you 
using our easy and secure 
online interface at: 
alestlelive.com/classifieds 
Deadlines: 
By noon Sunday 
for VlteJnesday issue 
Having trouble? 
Call 618-650-3528 
or e-mail 
classifieds@alestlelive.com 
Alestle Office Hours: 
MUC 2022 
8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Monday-Friday 
FOR RENT 
Cute house, 
2-3 BR, 1 BA, central air, 
appliances; $900 month. Deposit, 
references, 1-year lease required. 
(618) 659-3686 
HELP WANTED 
Part-Time Typist, 
on as needed basis. Send cover 
letter and resume to . 
josephguram@yahoo.com 
Aries: March 21 • April 19 
You're all wound up this 
week as multiple planets zap 
you with energy. If you're a lit-
tle. manic, get outside and get 
some exercise. Or play some 
sports with friends. Don't ex-
haust your partner by forcing 
him or her to stay up all hours 
with you. 
Taurus: April 20 - May 20 
You'll have fun hanging out 
with a sexy friend. The moon is 
putting you at ease, increasing 
your confidence and sense of 
comfort within yourself. The 
key is to just be you. Explore 
new ways of touching, talking 
and connecting. 
Gemini: May 21 - June 21 
Your sweetheart is offering 
some challenges to you lately. 
Maybe your girlfriend wants to 
get married or have a kid. Per-
haps your husband wants you 
both to relocate to explore new 
career opportunities. The moon 
says don't avoid facing these big 
decisions. 
By Jennifer Shepherd, The Lipstick Mystic 
Monday, July 25 - Sunday, July 31 
Cancer: June 22 - July 22 
You're going to get your 
way this week if you take a risk. 
Ask that cute guy or girl out 
and arrange a hot date. Stop 
waiting around for life to hap-
pen to you. Mars is urging you 
to make life happen. Surprises 
await you if you put yourself 
out there. 
Leo: July 23 - Aug. 22 
A moon square might dis-
courage you a little bit this 
week, but don't lose faith. 
You're still heading down a 
good path. Keep pursuing re-
lationships and opportunities 
and don't let anything stop you. 
You'll soon experience a break-
through. 
Virgo: Aug. 23 - Sept. 22 
Mercury is moving into 
your sign for a while, and this 
will heighten your ability to 
express yourself through speak-
ing and writing. If you have to 
write something for work, this 
will be easy for you now. If you 
need to have a big · talk with 
someone, it should go well. 
Libra: Sept. 23 - Oct. 23 
You're going back and forth 
about something, wondering 
what to do. A moon opposi-
tion could leave you feeling 
pessimistic, but this will soon 
pass. Don't make a bad choice 
just because you don't feel very 
hopeful about a complicated 
situation. 
Scorpio: Oct. 24 - Nov. 2 
Avoid obsessing about sil-
ly things or focusing on stuff 
that really isn't important. Mars 
could create moments where 
you want to take things to ex-
tremes just because you crave 
melodrama. Don't do it. Try to 
take a higher road. 
Sagittarius: Nov. 22 - Dec. 21 
You're likely to be attract-
ed to two people at once. A 
schizophrenic moon is pulling 
you in two different directions. 
Maybe you're still in love with 
someone from your past, but 
you also are developing strong 
feelings for somebody in a new 
relationship. 
Capricorn: Dec. 22 - Jan.19 
Don't just go along with 
what's happening. Mercury is 
challenging you to honor your 
true desires. Maybe your part-
ner wants to get married, but 
you don't. Perhaps your honey 
wants to adopt a pound pup-
py, and you don't. Stand up for 
yourself. 
Aquarius: Jan. 20 - Feb. 18 
Since the sun is opposite 
your sign, your energy levels 
could be low. You'll want to 
hang around the house being 
lazy. Social situations could 
be unusually stressful, so give 
yourself permission to be a her-
mit as much as you can. 
Pisces: Feb. 19 - March 20 
You'll need to spend time 
with more than just one person 
right now. Even if you're hav-
ing a great romance, you still 
need to talk with outside family 
members and friends once in 
a while. Mercury is reminding 
you to keep a diverse social cir-
cle. 
Jennifer Shepherd, the Lipstick Mystic•, is an astrologer and syndicated columnist with over 2 million readers. For mystical fun and psychic insights visit www.lipstickmystic.com. 
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